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leader in preference to the far more experienced and famous
Lord Curzon, marked the fact that it is almost impossible
nowadays for a Prime Minister to be a member of the House
of Lords.
Many Conservatives still adhered to the policy of " Tariff
Reform" — the fostering of British industries by import
duties; and at the end of the year Mr. Baldwin was induced to
dissolve Parliament and appeal to the country for authority to
make a change in this direction. The threat to " Free Trade "
was almost as fatal to the Conservatives as it had been twenty
years before (§ 327). They lost 90 seats, of which Labour
gained 50. All the Opposition parties were united over the
fiscal question, and their combined votes turned the Govern-
ment out. The King now summoned Mr. Ramsay Mac-
Donald, as head of the largest Opposition group, to form a
Ministry. Thus the Labour party became responsible for the
government of the country in little more than twenty years
after its very humble beginnings (§ 328).
But though it was in office it was not really in power, for it
was dependent on the support of the Liberal groups. It was
therefore unable to pass any socialistic legislation. Many
people were surprised that the Ministers, none of whom had
any experience of office, were able to carry on the Government
efficiently—especially in foreign affairs, which were in the
hands of the Prime Minister himself. Their lease of office did
not last very long, however. Before the year was out they fell
under suspicion of being in league with the Russian Bolsheviks
(§ 340). Mr. MacDonald had to dissolve Parliament owing to
this, and after the ensuing election (the fourth in three years !)
the Conservatives had a substantial majority over Liberals and
Labour combined.
§342. the general strike.—During Mr. Baldwin's
second Ministry (1924-9) the ill-feeling that had smouldered
ever since the war between " Capital" and " Labour " burst
into flame. The miners still nursed a grievance that the

